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ture was not sufficient to show guilt, they asked the
accused to repeat his avowal outside of the torture
chamber. If he retracted, or if at the first sitting he had
refused to confess he was again put to torture, until
he decided not to retract, that is, to let himself be
condemned. The judge repeated the torture as many
times as seemed good to him; the accused required a
good deal of courage not to confess something or
not to retract; he could then, after submitting to
several seances in the torture chamber, weary the
patience of the judge, who would decide to release
him, maimed usually for the rest of his life. The tor-
ture was applied to women as well as to men, but
in general the nobles and the rich bourgeoisie were
spared.

Again upon other points the judges by profession
succeeded in replacing the custom with regulations
entirely the reverse. Accustomed as they were to hav-
ing a great deal to do with criminals, they were
naturally inclined to see a culprit in every accused per-
son. As soon as a man was suspected they had him
arrested, did not allow him to communicate with any
one, and they set to work "to examine his case," that
is, to prepare the sentence. Everything that could
serve as information, depositions, witnesses, declara-
tions of the accused, visits to the premises, all was
recorded by the clerks of the tribunal. These prepara-
tions lasted as long as it pleased the judges, ordinarily
some months, often some years. During all this time
the accused remained in prison. These prisons, which
thus became the indispensable instruments of justice,
were hardly any better than those of the old donjons